[Malignant hyperthermia today].
Besides offering a concise recapitulation of known facts, experiences and related viewpoints concerning malignant hyperthermia (MH), the present article offers a review of the most relevant new aspects in this field. Special emphasis is on genetics and pathogenesis of MH. The contents of the review are as follows: History; Definition of MH; Epidemiological aspects; Inheritance; Molecular genetics; Pathogenesis; Triggering agents; Awake Triggering; Sympathetic nervous system; Serotoninergic system; Involvement of other organs and cell systems; Clinical symptoms and diagnosis; MH and myopathies; Associated disorders; Treatment; Prophylaxis; Identification of susceptibility; MH testing centres in the FRG; Hot-line for MH emergencies